THE   ECOLE   NORMALE
" This question is overwhelming, but I do not despair of solving it."
Thus, in this work, through his doubts and the sudden turns of his thought, do we see the Idea freed by degrees under a steady effort. After a long discussion on the Absolute, he exclaims : " Here is an immense step already ; the demonstration remains to be effected." And further : "If the nature of the Being as a Being in any one of its parts is manifested, the whole Being is manifested. For, if the essence is manifested, it is the result of the nature of the Absolute, which is at the same time essence and manifestation, and prevents the one from going without the other. And thus becomes known the nature of the Absolute, which is the union of the two.
" Now the problem is solved.
" I only want now to account to myself for that inductive process, and to know whether it is but a form of deduction.
" I therefore return to Descartes' point of view and method of meditation. I have by degrees perfected and completed my idea of the Absolute, and I see that in order to legitimize and verify it I must go back to Perception and to the reasoning which gives it to me.
" I must prove that Induction does not only give me Schelling's Infinite-finite, or Hegel's Idea in Notion, or Aristotle's Idea in Act; but the (absolute) Being (absolutely) manifested.
" I will define all my terms in order to progress more surely. To define a Being is to name the term immediately anterior, and to circumscribe within that term the
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